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Abstract
The present study explored the role of LAMP3 and related molecular mechanisms in the

efficacy of radiation exposure in laryngeal squamous cell carcinoma (LSCC). A lentivirus

vector containing the LAMP3 gene was transfected into HEp-2 cells to construct siRNA-

LAMP3 and complementation (siLAMP3þLAMP3) groups. Treatment with 4Gy or 8Gy

radiation was administered to evaluate the role of LAMP3 in radiation therapy. Apoptosis

was detected by Annexin V/propidium iodide double staining. Cell migration and invasion

were measured in vitro using Transwell and Matrigel assays. Downstream genes regulated

by LAMP3 were analyzed using RNA sequencing. Furthermore, a patient-derived xenograft

(PDX) model of LSCC was established to verify the efficacy of radiation exposure and the

associated signaling pathways downstream of LAMP3. The efficacy of radiation showed

that cell proliferation was significantly inhibited by siRNA-LAMP3 knockdown. Increased

apoptosis was also observed. Notably, the inhibitory effect was attenuated and apoptosis

rates were decreased after LAMP3 complementation. In vitro cellular assays showed that

migration and invasion were significantly suppressed by siRNA-LAMP3 knockdown and

increased after LAMP3 complementation. Analysis of the efficacy of radiation exposure in

the PDX model showed that LAMP3-specific knockdown inhibited tumor growth and that

tumor growth was further reduced by the combined radiotherapy treatment. According to

transcriptome analysis, the extracellular matrix-receptor interaction pathway is regulated by LAMP3, and further analysis revealed

significant differences in key-associated molecules, including laminin subunit gamma-2 (LAMC2) and tenascin-C (TNC).

Validation of the in vivo PDX model using qPCR and Western blot analyses supported the abovementioned results. The present

findings suggest that reduced LAMP3 expression enhances the efficacy of radiation exposure in LSCC by regulating the

LAMP3/LAMC2/TNC signaling pathway.
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Impact statement
It is important to establish effective early

diagnostic indicators and reliable treat-

ment strategies for laryngeal squamous

cell carcinoma (LSCC). We previously

found that expression of LAMP3 was sig-

nificantly higher in cancerous tissues

compared to adjacent normal surgical

margin tissues. The present study explored

the role of LAMP3 and the related molec-

ular mechanisms in the efficacy of radiation

exposure in LSCC. In vitro Transwell and

Matrigel assays were performed, and a

patient-derived xenograft (PDX) model of

LSCC was established. Associated signal-

ing pathways downstream of LAMP3 were

analyzed using RNA sequencing. Signaling

pathways regulated by LAMP3were clearly

identified by combining the PDX model

with transcriptome analysis. Reduced

LAMP3 expression enhanced the efficacy

of radiation exposure in LSCC. Thus, by

utilizing this molecule as a marker, specific

groups of patients may be screened for

targeted therapy in the future.
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Introduction

Laryngeal cancer is the most common malignant tumor of
the larynx and has the second highest incidence among
malignancies of the respiratory tract. Laryngeal cancer
accounts for approximately 14% of head and neck cancers
and 2% of all malignancies. Approximately 96% of laryn-
geal cancers are squamous cell carcinomas.1 Furthermore,
the pathogenesis of laryngeal squamous cell carcinoma
(LSCC) is not fully understood.2 Due to the lack of effective
early diagnosis and prognosis methods, local recurrence
and distant metastasis remain the main causes of
death from LSCC.3,4 Therefore, it is of great importance to
research effective early diagnostic indicators and to estab-
lish more reliable treatment strategies for LSCC.

Lysosome-associated membrane proteins (LAMPs) are
key membrane proteins involved in lysosome formation
and the maintenance of lysosomal stability; these proteins
also serve as lysosomal markers. Five members of this pro-
tein family have been discovered to date: LAMP1, LAMP2,
LAMP3, CD68/Macrosialin/LAMP4, and BAD-LAMP/
LAMP.5 Proteins in the LAMP family have been implicated
in the regulation of multiple cellular processes, such as cell
growth, adhesion, and metastasis.6,7 The main function of
LAMP1 and LAMP2 is to maintain the stability of the lyso-
somal membrane. In contrast, LAMP3, which was initially
shown to be a molecular marker of mature dendritic cells
(CD208, DC-LAMP),8 is closely associated with tumors.
The LAMP3 gene is located on chromosome 3q27, and
gene amplification has confirmed that this region is closely
related to various tumors.9,10

Bisio et al. have demonstrated that LAMP3 is upregu-
lated in response to doxorubicin and fluorouracil (5FU)
and influences cell migration,11,12 and Nagelkerke et al.
showed that LAMP3 is involved in the resistance of
breast cancer cells to tamoxifen.13 Our previous immuno-
histochemical staining results showed that expression of
LAMP3 in LSCC differs significantly from that in corre-
sponding adjacent tissues. Furthermore, the correlation
between LAMP3 and antitumor treatments has been exper-
imentally confirmed in recent years, including the finding
that hypoxia in LSCC can promote the development of
radiotherapy tolerance.11 Nonetheless, the molecular mech-
anism underlying the regulatory effect of LAMP3 on these
cellular behaviors remains to be elucidated.

To further understand LSCC development, it is particu-
larly important to establish an appropriate animal model to
simulate the clinical characteristics of tumors. In patient-
derived tumor xenografts (PDXs) from human tissues, the
basic characteristics of tumor tissues, including the micro-
environment and histopathology, can be well preserved,
thereby providing a suitable in vivo model for tumor
research.14,15 The expression levels of LAMP3 can be effec-
tively manipulated in mice in a PDX model to determine
the efficacy of radiation exposure on tumors. By combining
the PDX model with transcriptome analysis, the signaling
pathways regulated by LAMP3 can be clearly identified.
Thus, by using this molecule as a marker, specific
groups of patients may be screened for targeted therapy
in the future.

Materials and methods

Materials

The human laryngeal carcinoma cell line HEp-2 was pur-
chased from Procell Life Science & Technology (short
tandem repeat (STR) identification provided; Wuhan,
China). The tumor sample was obtained from a patient
with glottic squamous cell carcinoma. The full-length
LAMP3 gene was constructed by General Biosystems
(Anhui, China), and fragments for LAMP3 knockdown
were designed and synthesized by GenePharma (Suzhou,
China). LV5 lentivirus vector packaging was carried out by
Obio Technology (Shanghai, China). Transcriptome
sequencing was performed by OE Biotech (Shanghai,
China). Specific-pathogen-free (SPF) NOD SCID mice and
nude mice were provided by the Experimental Animal
Center of Nantong University and fed in strict accordance
with the standard requirements for SPF animals; food and
water were available ad libitum. The study protocol was
approved by the Human Research Ethics Committee of
the Affiliated Hospital of Nantong University, and all
study participants provided written informed consent
prior to their participation in the study.

Methods

Cell lines and cell culture

HEp-2 cells were cultured in Dulbecco’s modified Eagle’s
medium (DMEM) supplemented with 10% fetal bovine
serum (FBS; Gibco, USA), 100 IU/mL penicillin and
100mg/mL streptomycin (Life Technologies, USA).
All cells were cultured in an incubator at 37 �C in an atmo-
sphere containing 5% CO2.

Cell transfection

siRNA-LAMP3 was designed using online software and
synthesized by GenePharma. The siRNA sequences used
were as follows (in pairs, sense, and antisense): LAMP3-
siRNA1, 50-CACGAUGGCAGUCAAAUGATT-30 and 50-U
CAUUUGACUGCCAUCGUGTT-30; LAMP3-siRNA2, 50-
CAACAACUCACA CACAGCUTT-30 and 50-AGCUGUG
UGUGAGUUGUUGTT-30; LAMP3-siRNA3, 50-CCUCGG
AGAUACUUCAACATT-30 and 50-UGUUGAAGUAUCU
CCGAGGTT-30. A LAMP3 overexpression plasmid was
designed in the present study and verified by sequencing.
HEp-2 cells were seeded in complete mediumwithout anti-
biotics, and transfection was performed when the cells
reached 80–90% confluence using Lipofectamine 2000
according to the manufacturer’s instructions. For the
LAMP3 complementation group, LAMP3 overexpression
plasmids were transfected into cells at 48 h after transfec-
tion with siRNA-LAMP3.

RNA extraction and quantitative real-time polymerase
chain reaction analysis

For qRT-PCR analysis, total RNAwas isolated from HEp-2
cells using TRIzol reagent (Invitrogen, Carlsbad, USA)
according to the manufacturer’s protocol. After the RNA
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concentration was measured, 2mg was subjected to reverse
transcription using a cDNA synthesis kit (Tiangen Biotech,
China), and the remaining RNA samples were stored at
�80�C. Real-time quantitative PCR was then performed
with a Corbett Research Rotor-Gene 3000 Real-time
Thermal Cycler (Corbett Research, Cambridge, UK) and
SYBR Green Detection Kit (Invitrogen). Relative expression
levels were assessed using the 2�DDCT method. Data anal-
ysis was carried out using SPSS 17.0 statistical software,
and mapping was conducted using SigmaPlot 10.0 map-
ping software. The following sequences were used:
LAMP3, sense 50-TGTGCTTCCTGTGATTGGGG-30 and
antisense 50-CCCCCGGGCAACAATTAGA-30; b-actin,
sense 50-GATGAGATTGGCATGGCTTT-30 and antisense
50-GTCACCTTCACCGTTCCAGT-30.

Protein extraction and Western blot analysis

Total proteins were extracted from cells for 30min on ice
using radioimmunoprecipitation assay (RIPA) lysis buffer
(50mM Tris-HCl, pH 7.4, 150mM NaCl, 0.2% sodium
dodecyl sulfate (SDS), 1% Triton X-100, 2mM EDTA).
The protein concentration was determined using a bicin-
choninic acid (BCA) quantification kit (Beyotime, Beijing,
China). Protein lysates (50mg) were separated by 12% SDS-
PAGE and blotted onto 0.45-mm polyvinylidene difluoride
(PVDF) membranes (Millipore, Hercules, CA). The mem-
branes were blocked with 5% nonfat milk (w/v) at room
temperature for 1 h and incubated overnight at 4 �C
with anti-laminin subunit gamma-2 (LAMC2) and anti-
tenascin-C (TNC) primary antibodies, which were diluted
to 1:1000 (Abcam, USA). The membranes were then incu-
bated with horseradish peroxidase conjugated secondary
antibody (Jackson, USA) at room temperature for 2 h.
Immunoreactivity was visualized using an enhanced
chemiluminescence (ECL) Western blotting kit (Invitrogen)
according to the manufacturer’s protocols. Glyceraldehyde
3-phosphate dehydrogenase (GAPDH) was employed as a
loading control. All experiments were performed indepen-
dently in triplicate.

BrdU cell division assay

siRNA-LAMP3 and LAMP3 complementation groups were
irradiated with 4Gy and 8Gy (1Gy indicates that 1 kg of
irradiated material absorbed 1 J of energy). The nucleic acid
substitute 5-bromo-2-deoxyuridine (BrdU) is incorporated
into daughter cells, with BrdU signals, when parent cells
symmetrically divide; however, when cells undergo asym-
metric division, only one daughter cell exhibits a BrdU
signal. Thus, BrdU can be used to observe asymmetric
cell division. For observation of asymmetric cell division,
the cells were labeled with BrdU at 24 h before irradiation.

RNA sequencing

siRNA-LAMP3 and LAMP3 complementation groups were
collected, and total RNA was extracted. The integrity of
the RNA was determined by agarose gel electrophoresis.
The concentration and purity of the RNA were measured
using a spectrophotometer with RNase-free water as a

reference. Qualified RNA samples were sent to OE
Biotech (Shanghai, China) for transcriptome sequencing,
and differential expression of downstream signaling path-
ways was analyzed.

Flow cytometry analysis of apoptosis

HEp-2 cells were seeded in 6-well plates at a density of
2� 105 cells per well. When 70–80% confluence was
reached, the cells were transfected with LAMP3-silencing
and LAMP-overexpression plasmids for 48 h. Cells were
collected for processing in accordance with the instructions
provided with the apoptosis kit (BD Biosciences, San Jose,
USA) using a flow cytometer (Beckman Coulter, Brea,
USA). Data were processed and analyzed using a
Beckman Coulter Epics XL flow cytometer.

Cell viability

HEp-2 cells were seeded in a 96-well plate at a density of
6000 cells per well in 100 mL of medium. Lipofectamine
2000 reagent was used for transfection of LAMP3-
silencing and LAMP-overexpression plasmids, and cell
viability was assessed using an MTT assay at 48 h after
transfection. Each well was supplemented with 10mL of
5mg/mL MTT (Sigma-Aldrich, St. Louis, USA) and incu-
bated for 4 h; the MTTsolution was removed, and dimethyl
sulfoxide was added to each well to dissolve the metabolic
product. Absorbance at 490 nm was measured using a
microplate reader (Thermo Fisher Scientific Inc.).

Transwell chamber-matrigel invasion and
migration assays

Matrigel-coated 24-well Transwell plates (8mm pore size;
BD Biosciences) were used for the cell invasion assay.
The same number (1� 105) of cells transfected with the
LAMP3-silencing or LAMP3-overexpression plasmids or
untransfected was resuspended in serum-free medium
and added to the upper chamber. In the lower chamber,
2% FBS in DMEM was added as a chemoattractant.
After 24 h of incubation, noninvading cells on the upper
wells were removed with a cotton-tipped swab; cells on
the lower side of the filters were fixed in 4% paraformalde-
hyde for 10min and stained with 0.1% crystal violet for
30min. Images were captured, and the cell count in at
least five random microscopic fields was calculated (mag-
nification, �200). For the migration assay, transfected
cells were plated and cultured until 80–90% confluence.
An AP-20 micropipette tip was then used to generate a
scratch in the monolayer. Migration ability was determined
by comparing the widths of the scratches, which were mea-
sured at 0 h and 24h using a bright field microscope.

Establishment of a PDX model of LSCC

NOD/SCID mice (four to sixweeks old) were fed in an SPF
barrier environment and allowed to acclimatize formore than
threedays before the experiment. Surgery was performed to
obtain tumor tissues from patients, and the samples were
stored in ice-cold RPMI-1640 medium (supplemented with
20% FBS and 0.05% penicillin/streptomycin) and
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transplanted into the mice as soon as possible. To this end,
tumor tissue necrosis sites and broken tissue were removed,
and the tumor tissue was diced into cubes approximately
2� 2� 3 mm3 in size. After the mice were anesthetized, the
diced tumor tissue was transplanted into the subcutaneous
space and the kidney capsule, and the incision was sutured.
The remaining tissues were preserved in liquid nitrogen or
embedded in paraffin. The xenograft was subcultured when
it grew to 1000–1500 mm3. Briefly, the tumor-bearing mice
were sacrificed by cervical dislocation and the mice were
soaked in 75% alcohol for 2min, and the tumor tissue was
removed. The tumor tissue was inoculated as described
above. The tumor at the third passage was subject to drug
testing after growing to 100–200 mm3. In general, tumors at
the third to seventh passage were used in experiments.

Effect of LAMP3 silencing on radiation susceptibility

The PDX model of LSCC at the third to seventh passage
was used for efficacy evaluation. When the transplanted
tumor grew to 100–200 mm3, the animals were randomly
divided into groups (n¼ 3 in each group) and were accord-
ingly treated as follows: (1) negative control siRNA lentivi-
rus (50mg/kg/3day); (2) X-ray irradiation at 8Gy; (3)
siRNA-LAMP3 lentivirus (50mg/kg/3day) by intraperito-
neal injection; or (4) siRNA-LAMP3 lentivirus (50mg/kg/
3day)þ radiotherapy for twoweeks. The appetite, move-
ment, and mental state of the mice, in addition to any
side effects of LAMP3 silencing and the size of the
tumors, were observed with every treatment administra-
tion. After twoweeks of treatment, the relative tumor inhi-
bition rates of each treated group vs. the control groupwere
evaluated. The relative tumor growth inhibition (TGI) was

calculated as TGI ¼1�T/C, where T/C represents the
tumor volume of the treated group/tumor volume of
the control group. The tumor volume of was measured
every 3 days and calculated as (long diameter� short diam-
eter2)/2.

Statistical analysis

Differences between groups were determined by one-way
ANOVA using SPSS v17.0 (IBM Co.). All experiments were
repeated at least three times. All data are expressed as the
mean� standard deviation. P< 0.05 was considered statis-
tically significant.

Results

Validation of LAMP3 silencing efficiency

HEp-2 cells were collected 48 h after LAMP3 knock-down,
and RNAs were extracted. The expression levels of LAMP3
were detected by qRT-PCR and Western blot analysis
(Figure 1(a) and (b)). Efficient targeting of LAMP3 by
siRNAs was achieved, and we selected LAMP3-siRNA1,
which was the most effective at reducing LAMP3 levels,
for further studies.

HEp-2 cells were cultured in 6-well plates and trans-
fected with LAMP3-siRNA1 using Lipofectamine 2000;
the LAMP3-overexpressing plasmid was transfected into
the cells 48 h later, and the LAMP3 complementation
rate was detected after an additional 48 h. The results sug-
gested that the expression level of LAMP3 after comple-
mentation was higher than that in the LAMP3-siRNA
group (Figure 1(c) and (d) (**P< 0.01 vs. the control;
##P< 0.01 vs. the LAMP3-siRNA group).

Figure 1. The expression level of LAMP3 was detected by qRT-PCR and Western blot analysis. (a and b) As shown, the optimal knockdown effect was noted with

LAMP3-siRNA1, which was used in the subsequent experiments. (c and d) The expression level of LAMP3 after complementation was higher than that in the siRNA-

LAMP3 group. **P< 0.01 vs. the control; ##P< 0.01 vs. the siRNA-LAMP3 group.
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Effect of LAMP3 expression on cell proliferation ability

HEp-2 cells were cultured in 96-well plates and transfected
with LAMP3-silencing and LAMP3-overexpression plas-
mids using Lipofectamine 2000. Cell proliferation was
determined by an MTT assay at 48 h after transfection,
with three replicates for each group. According to
the results, cell proliferation was significantly inhibited
and apoptosis increased after LAMP3 knockdown.
Furthermore, the inhibitory effect was attenuated and apo-
ptosis decreased after LAMP3 complementation (Figure 2)
(**P< 0.01, vs. the control; ##P< 0.01 vs. the siRNA-
LAMP3 group).

Effect of LAMP3 expression on cell migration and
invasion abilities

HEp-2 cells were cultured in 60-mm dishes and transfected
with siRNA-LAMP3 or the LAMP3-overexpression plas-
mid using Lipofectamine 2000, and Transwell assays were
used to detect the migration and invasion abilities of the
cells. The results showed that the migration and invasion
abilities of the cells were significantly inhibited by

siRNA-LAMP3 but that LAMP3 complementation reversed
this inhibition induced by siRNA-LAMP3 (Figure 3)
(**P< 0.01 vs. the control; ##P< 0.01 vs. the siRNA-
LAMP3 group).

Assessment of asymmetric cell division by the
BrdU assay

HEp-2 cells were irradiated with different doses of radia-
tion after LAMP3 knockdown or complementation, and
proliferation was detected using a BrdU assay. Targeting
LAMP3 with siRNA significantly inhibited cell prolifera-
tion, and LAMP3 complementation reversed this inhibition
(Figure 4).

Efficacy of radiation exposure in the PDX mouse
model in vivo

As shown in Figure 5(a) and (b), tumor volumes were sig-
nificantly reduced at 12 days after treatment in the groups
that received radiotherapy or LAMP3 silencing alone com-
pared with the control group (P< 0.05). In addition, tumor
sizes in the group that received radiotherapy and LAMP3

Figure 2. The effect of LAMP3 on cell viability and apoptosis in HEp-2 cells. (a) Measurements of cell viability from cultured HEp-2 cells after LAMP3 knockdown or

overexpression. HEp-2 cells were cultured in 96-well plates. LAMP3 knockdown and overexpression plasmids were transfected into cells using Lipofectamine 2000.

After 48 h, the proliferation of HEp-2 cells was measured by the MTT assay. (b, c and d) Apoptosis in HEp-2 cells was assessed using the Annexin V-FITC/PI Apoptosis

Detection kit, and fluorescence-activated cell sorting analysis was performed. The upper right quadrant (Q2; Annexin Vþ/PIþ) indicates apoptosis. Cell proliferation

was significantly inhibited and apoptosis increased after LAMP3 knockdown; however, the inhibitory effect was attenuated and apoptosis decreased after LAMP3

complementation. The experiment was performed in triplicate, and representative data are shown. **P< 0.01 vs. the control; ##P< 0.01 vs. the siRNA-LAMP3 group.
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silencing were significantly different from those in the con-
trol group at 6 days after treatment (Figure 5(b), P< 0.05),
and this significant difference was greater on days 9 and 12
(Figure 5(b), P< 0.01). Compared with the group that
received radiotherapy alone or LAMP3 knockdown alone,
the tumor volume of the combined treatment group was
significantly reduced (Figure 5(b), P< 0.05).

Transcriptome sequencing analysis

According to RNA-seq, the expression profile of the siRNA-

LAMP3 group was significantly different from that of the

control and LAMP3 complementation groups. Changes

in the expression levels of the same gene in each sample

were analyzed using P< 0.05 and a difference multiple of

Figure 3. The effect of LAMP3 on the migration and invasion of HEp-2 cells. (a) The results suggested that the migration abilities of the cells were significantly inhibited

by siRNA-LAMP3 and increased after LAMP3 complementation. (b) The results also suggested that the invasion abilities of the cells were significantly inhibited by

siRNA-LAMP3 and increased after LAMP3 complementation. **P< 0.01 vs. the control; ##P< 0.01 vs. the siRNA-LAMP3 group. (A color version of this figure is

available in the online journal.)

Figure 4. The effect of LAMP3 on the proliferation of HEp-2 cells after treatment with 4Gy and 8Gy of radiation. HEp-2 cells were irradiated with 4Gy of radiation (a) or

8Gy of radiation (b) after LAMP3 silencing and complementation. (c) Cell proliferation was assessed using the BrdU assay, and the results are presented as the ratio of

the number of BrdU-positive cells to the number of DAPI-positive cells. **P<0.01 vs. the control; ##P< 0.01 vs. the siRNA-LAMP3 group. (A color version of this figure

is available in the online journal.)
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>2 as the default screening criteria. The results showed that

358 genes were upregulated and 258 genes downregulated

in the siRNA-LAMP3 group compared to the control group

(Figure S1A). Furthermore, 260 genes were upregulated

and 340 genes downregulated in the siRNA-LAMP3

group compared to the LAMP3 complementation group

(Figure S1B). Gene ontology (GO) enrichment analysis of

the differentially expressed genes was conducted to exam-

ine functions, and 30 categories of genes were identified,

with the most significant differences between the siRNA-

LAMP3 group and the control group as well as the comple-

mentation group (Figure 6). Furthermore, comprehensive

comparison revealed that the most significant difference

was linked to functions related to the regulation of apopto-

sis and angiogenesis. Pathway analysis of differential

genes was also performed using the Kyoto Encyclopedia

of Genes and Genomes (KEGG) database, and the signifi-

cance of the differential enrichment of each pathway item

was calculated using a hypergeometric distribution test.

A total of 20 pathways were identified, and the most

significant difference was observed between the

siRNA-LAMP3 group and the control group as well as

the complementation group (Figures S2 and S3).

Comprehensive comparison showed that the pathways

most regulated by LAMP3 included the estrogen signaling

pathway and the extracellular matrix (ECM) receptor inter-

action pathway. Thus, LAMP3 is mainly involved in the

cellular response in LSCC, a pathway that is responsible

for amplifying external signals.

Further analysis revealed that the key molecules in
the ECM-receptor interaction pathway, LAMC2 and TNC,
were differentially expressed. Based on qPCR and Western
blot analyses performed using the different PDX model
groups, the gene and protein expression levels of LAMC2
and TNC in the siRNA-LAMP3 group were significantly
downregulated, which also supported the RNA-seq results
(P< 0.05; Figure 5(c) to (e)). Notably, the reduction in tumor
volume after treatment was more significant when
the expression levels of LAMC2 and TNC were lower
(Figure 5(d) and (e)). However, expression of ITGB3, a
gene in the ECM-receptor pathway, in the PDX model
was not significantly altered following different treatments
(P> 0.05; Figure 5(c)).

Discussion

It has been reported that the incidence of LSCC is closely
related to lifestyle factors, including smoking and alcohol
consumption.2 Because of growing aging population, high
smoking rate and environmental pollution, the morbidity
and mortality of laryngeal cancer in China remain a cause
for concern. Overall, the development of LSCC is a complex
process involving multiple factors and stages. Early-stage
LSCC patients are usually treated with radiotherapy or
laryngeal preservation surgery, whereas advanced-stage
patients need to be individually treated after balancing
the total survival time with quality of life. Due to the lack
of effective early diagnosis methods and poor prognosis,
local recurrence and distant metastasis are the primary
causes of death from LSCC.3,4 In the present research, the

Figure 5. Tumor sizes of patient-derived xenograft (PDX) model mice in the different treatment groups and differential gene expression verified by qPCR and Western

blot analyses. (a) Representative images of tumors excised three generations after implantation and 12days after irradiation. (b) The tumor volume curve of the different

treatment groups at different time points. The radiation dose that each animal received in this experiment was 4Gy. “Day 0” is the day of irradiation. Gy is an SI unit of

absorbed radiation. *P< 0.05, **P< 0.01 vs. the control group; #P< 0.05 vs. the Gy or siRNA-LAMP3 group. (b) (c, d and e) qPCR andWestern blot analysis verification

in the different groups of PDX mice demonstrated that the gene and protein expression levels of LAMC2 and tenascin-C in the siRNA-LAMP3 group were significantly

downregulated, which supported the results from RNA-seq. Expression of ITGB3, a gene in the ECM-receptor pathway, was not significantly altered in the PDX model

mice subjected to different treatments. *P< 0.05, **P< 0.01 vs. the control group. (A color version of this figure is available in the online journal.)
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main goal was to explore the effect of LAMP3 on the effi-
cacy of radiation exposure in LSCC and the related molec-
ular mechanisms in an effort to provide guidance for
individualized treatment of LSCC patients.

To further explore the molecular mechanism of LAMP3
regulation and its role in tumor development, we con-
structed specific LAMP3-silencing and -postsilencing

complementation systems using HEp-2 cells. siRNA-
LAMP3 exhibited significant knockdown efficiency at
both the cellular level in vitro and in vivo in LSCC PDX
mice; the knockdown effect of siRNA-LAMP3was reversed
by LAMP3 complementation. To determine the efficacy of
exposure to radiation, the overexpression and knockdown
systems as well as LSCC PDX nude mice were treated with

Figure 6. Transcriptome analysis results. Pathway analysis of differentially expressed genes was performed using the KEGG database. The significance of differ-

entially expressed gene enrichment in each pathway was calculated using the hypergeometric distribution test. A total of 20 pathways were identified, and the most

significant difference was observed between the siRNA-LAMP3 group (a) and the control group as well as the complementation group (b). (A color version of this figure

is available in the online journal.)
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irradiation, resulting in significant changes. For the in vitro
experiments, three different LAMP3-siRNAs were con-
structed for transfecting HEp-2 cells. qRT-PCR and
Western blot analyses showed that the gene and protein
expression levels of LAMP3 were most significantly
reduced by siRNA1, with the highest knockdown
efficiency. Therefore, siRNA1 was used in subsequent
experiments. The LAMP3-overexpressing plasmid was
used for complementation after knockdown, and the level
of LAMP3 expression in the complementation group was
significantly higher than that in the siRNA-LAMP3 group.
The effects of LAMP3 on the development of tumors
were analyzed using the specific LAMP3-silencing and
-postsilencing complementation systems. Cell proliferation
was detected by the MTT assay and apoptosis by
Annexin V/PI double staining in the LAMP3-inhibited,
LAMP3-complementation, and control treatment samples.
Cell proliferation was significantly suppressed and apopto-
sis significantly increased after LAMP3 knockdown; how-
ever, this inhibition of cell proliferation was attenuated
and apoptosis reduced after LAMP3 complementation.
Similarly, cell invasion and migration were significantly
suppressed after LAMP3 knockdown but were increased
after LAMP3 complementation.

It has been reported that LAMP3 can induce migration
and invasion in tumor cells in vitro and that LAMP3 is
strongly involved in tumor metastasis and resistance to
treatment.16,17 Our in vitro experiments support these find-
ings. In the present study, cells with LAMP3 silencing and
complementation were treated with 4Gy and 8Gy X-ray
irradiation. Notably, cell proliferation analysis using the
BrdU assay demonstrated that cell proliferation in the
siRNA-LAMP3 group at both doses was significantly inhib-
ited and that the proliferation ability was significantly
increased after LAMP3 complementation, consistent with
the findings of Pennati et al.18 and Nagelkerke et al.18,19

Therefore, based on the above results, we speculate that it
may be feasible to use LAMP3 as a marker for the treatment
of LSCC. In addition to the fact that the PDX model can
objectively reflect primary tumors, tumor tissue can be
transplanted into several mice while maintaining the
highly consistent physicochemical characteristics of the
tumor, and multiple tumor models that exhibit the same
tumor clinical features can be established for real-time
monitoring of the occurrence, development, and treatment
of tumors.20 A large number of human tumor tissue-
derived PDX models have been established recently,
including for breast cancer, colorectal cancer, and non-
small cell lung cancer models.20–23 In the present study,
an LSCC PDX model was treated with radiotherapy
alone, LAMP3 knock-down alone, or both together at dif-
ferent time points. The results showed a significant reduc-
tion in tumor volume in the single treatment groups at
12 days posttreatment compared with that in the control
group. Furthermore, a significant reduction in tumor size
was observed in the combined treatment group at six days
posttreatment compared that in the control group, and the
tumor size was further decreased in the combined treat-
ment group on days 9 and 12. Additionally, tumor sizes
in the combined treatment group were significantly

reduced compared to those in the radiotherapy-only and
LAMP3 silencing-only groups. The above in vivo results
were consistent with the findings from in vitro cell experi-
ments, indicating that the combined application of radio-
therapy and LAMP3 silencing is superior to each treatment
alone, which further illustrates the profound significance of
LAMP3 in the treatment of LSCC.

To explore the signaling pathways that are mediated by
LAMP3, transcriptome sequencing was performed in the
present study. Pathways clearly regulated by LAMP3
during the occurrence and development of LSCC included
the estrogen signaling pathway and the ECM-receptor inter-
action pathway. Laryngeal cancer was identified as the
second most common respiratory system malignancy with
LSCC being the most common malignant tumor of the
larynx.24 Larynx being a secondary sex organ showing phys-
iological changes during puberty, raises inquiry about the
relationship between sex hormones receptors as estrogen
receptors (ER), progesterone receptors (PR), androgen recep-
tors (AR) and the development of laryngeal carcinoma.24

According to our transcriptome analysis, the estrogen sig-
naling pathway was clearly regulated by LAMP3 during the
occurrence and development of LSCC. In recent years, the
expression and function of AR and ER in LSCC have been
increasingly emphasized.25 Consistency with our findings,
these studies indicate that the sex-related hormone receptors
play an important role in the development of LSCC. ER-a
and ER-b may be considered as markers for poor biological
behavior of laryngeal carcinoma.

In this study, the extracellular matrix-receptor interaction
pathway is also regulated by LAMP3, and further analysis
revealed significant differences in key associated molecules,
including LAMC2and tenascin-C TNC by the transcriptome
analysis. And, qPCR and Western blot results verified that
the gene and protein expression levels of LAMC2 and TNC
were both significantly downregulated in the LAMP3-
siRNA group, which was consistent with the transcriptome
sequencing results. The protein encoded by the LAMC2
gene in humans is a member of the ECM glycoprotein
family, is the major noncollagen component of the basement
membrane and involved in the development and progres-
sion of a variety of tumour types.26 Including oral squamous
cell carcinoma (OSCC), lung esophageal adenocarcinoma,
and non-small cell lung cancer, the overexpression of
LAMC2 was also associated with poor clinical outcome.
Furthermore, LAMC2 was positively correlated with
lymph node metastasis and negatively correlated with the
survival rate of colorectal cancer patients.27

TNC plays an important role in cancer cell proliferation
and migration and tumor invasion in various types of
cancer. TNC can directly or indirectly affect the invasive-
ness and metastatic potential of carcinoma tumors.
TNC expression has also been correlated with lymph
node metastasis in breast, colon, liver, and oral squamous
cell carcinoma.28 In addition, high expression of TNC could
be a useful marker in cancer-associated fibroblasts for
determining prognosis in esophageal squamous cell carci-
noma (ESCC).29

As mentioned above, LAMC2 and TNC seem to contrib-
ute to predict poor prognosis in OSCC or ESCC. Similarly,

1078 Experimental Biology and Medicine Volume 244 October 2019
...............................................................................................................................................................



here we found tumor volumes of LSCC decreased after the
corresponding treatment when the expression levels of
LAMC2 and TNC were reduced, indicating that the
changes in LSCC mediated by LAMP3 may be associated
with the effects of LAMC2 and TNC expression. It is pos-
sible that the expression of these two molecules of ECM
seemed to be biologically meaningful within the process
of squamous cell carcinoma progression. However, the
identity of the cellular signals that LAMP3 regulate
LAMC2 and TNC levels in LSCC is not yet clear.
In addition, expression of ITGB3, a gene related to the
ECM-receptor pathway, was not significantly altered in
tumor tissues from the differently treated PDX model
mice. Future studies may wish to apply the coimmunopre-
cipitation (co-IP) to distinguish the direct or indirect effects
of LMAP3 to control LMAC2 and TNC.

In conclusion, the findings of experiments using the con-
structed LSCC PDX model and cells in the present study
suggest that reduced LAMP3 expression enhances the effi-
cacy of radiation exposure in LSCC, which may be a result
of regulation of the LAMC2/TNC signaling pathway.
The findings provide guidance for individualized treat-
ment of patients with LSCC.
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